
5 great reasons to buy my complete book:
(1) The complete book works as a seamless interactive PDF. One can backtrack via the breadcrumb 
navigation bar at the header of each page, fast track anywhere by clicking on the bullets in the table 
of contents (and each section page)… and then there’s the (blue) internal hyperlinks which cross-ref-
erence pertinent information.

(2) I poured a lot of geeky love into this project of mine. You may also want to support my WorkFlowy 
efforts which go way beyond this book. I’ve blogged extensively about WorkFlowy on my own blog, 
Productivity Mashup… and continue to do so on the WorkFlowy blog itself.

(3) You may not want to patiently wait a number of months to get all the meaty stuff.

(4) I’ve devised a cunning (and manipulative) plan and will be withholding a couple of small chap-
ters here and there. About 10-20% of the book. Not core WorkFlowy elements… but certainly cool 
elements.

(5) … and best of all, when you purchase the book, your email automatically goes onto a mailing 
list, so that I can send you all future editions/ updates of my book, at no extra cost.

Please share the love!
If you feel like you’re getting a better grasp of WorkFlowy and picking up a lot of new dynamics, 
please go ahead and share the link to my blog post where you signed up for the weekly newsletter 
to get this PDF content. You could do that on the actual blog post via the “share” link beneath the 
post where you can share on twitter and other social media.

My twitter profile: @ProMashUp

You can also write a comment to show your support under the same blog post referenced above, as 
well as under a related post on the WorkFlowy blog.

Happy outlining you!

Frank Degenaar

http://www.productivitymashup.com/do-way-way-more-in-workflowy/
http://www.productivitymashup.com/
http://blog.workflowy.com/
http://www.productivitymashup.com/blog/2015/12/03/free-book-content
https://twitter.com/ProMashUp
http://blog.workflowy.com/2015/12/03/free-book-content/
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A WorkFlowy facelift         
with Stylish

In the Star Trek Universe, it was common for Starfleet officers to undergo cosmetic surgery in order 
to change their appearance and blend in on special missions. On one such occasion, Captain 
Jean-Luc Picard and Commander Data underwent cosmetic surgery to look like Romulans for an 
undercover operation on Romulus, in an episode entitled, “Unification.” Of course, the surgeries were 
easily reversible - just like the flip switch we have with a game-changer of a browser extension called 
Stylish.

The elephant in the room
Inevitably, this was going to have to be the first meaty chapter of the book, as the cat has long since 
been let out of the bag. No doubt, you’ve already seen a number of screenshots that don’t look quite 
like your own WorkFlowy interface. You will have already seen my use of salmon-pink tags, navy URL 
links, a faded out breadcrumb navigation bar, a black search result highlight color… and a few other 
oddities. It’s about to get a whole lot odder…

In the pages to follow, you will see a list of elements that one can play around with in the Stylish 
extension. Use it as a reference guide or take it all in systematically - it’s up to you. What I will say is 
that if you change up just one of the elements, it will ripple throughout your account. Here, the small 
things matter. These small details can make WorkFlowy into an environment which is that much 
more of a pleasure to work in. I’ve done a lot of tinkering to figure things out and come up with 
something that I’m blown away with. It’s not only a matter of aesthetics - it also has far-reaching 
effects in many technical and practical areas… which will spill over into other chapters.

The trend in this chapter will be to start with the basic building blocks - isolated elements… and 
then work our way up towards the bigger picture and see how all of these elements fit together to 
give you a setup that you never knew was possible - one that you can really be excited about.
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ABC… Easy as 1 2 3
Stylish is an easy-to-use browser extension for Chrome and Firefox that can customize the 
appearance of a web page by applying user created styles to it. One can easily tweak many elements 
of the WorkFlowy web page by overriding its styling. This extension sort of superimposes the styling 
we want as a layer over the site’s own CSS (Cascading Style Sheet) - and you can turn individual 
elements on and off at will by checking/ unchecking them in the Stylish pop-out menu.

NOTE: For Mac users there is no Stylish extension for Safari… but once you’ve taken it for a spin on 
either Chrome or Firefox, you’ll want to keep one of the two within finger’s reach at all times. After 
tinkering with some Stylish styles and reinventing your WorkFlowy online app’s aesthetics, you’ll use 
it every chance you get.

The proof is in the pudding
To begin with, this little app called WorkFlowy has single-handedly lead me to almost entirely 
neglect my iPad and fall in love with desktop all over again. And then Stylish goes and puts the 
cherry on top of the web app, causing me to all but shun the WorkFlowy Desktop app I had once 
been fixated on.

Open yourself to the possibilities here. Heck, while you’re at it, get used to Firefox or Chrome (Mac 
users). People have long since asked for colored tags and like customizations in WorkFlowy - Stylish 
gives us just that.

Monkey see monkey do
There’s no end to the tinkering one can do with Stylish, so I’m going to show you what I’ve figured 
out thus far: I’ll be demonstrating some of the magic things you can do to make WorkFlowy exactly 
the environment you want to work in. More importantly, I’ll also be sharing some simple copy-paste 
CSS code for Stylish styles and giving you some pointers on how to tweak it to suit your needs. It’s 
going to be a cinch.

let’s get to it…
It goes without saying that you’re going to need to install the Stylish extension in either Chrome or 
Firefox. How much or how little tinkering and tweaking you do is entirely up to you… but keep this 
in mind: however much effort you put into it will be well worth it, especially since it’s a one-time setup 
that runs in the background. From there on out, it’s simply flipping a switch (or not).

Of course, when you shift to Android or iOS (or the offline Desktop app), your styles set up in Stylish 
do not show up. It’s simply a layer - a layer that you’re really going to want to take advantage of 
on the web app… and unlike Gollum’s precious ring, there’s more than enough to go around for 
everybody… so make it yours.
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The Stylish menu
Once you’ve installed the Stylish extension, when you click on the Stylish icon in your browser, you’ll 
see the following pop-out menu:

The 8 styles you see were either created by other smarter users than 
myself, which I installed and tweaked… or created by myself. At the 
bottom of the menu you will see a checkbox, “Turn all styles off”. 
What it actually does is it turn all styles off. See? There’s nothing to 
it. What I wanted to draw your attention to is the part about, “Find 
more styles for this site.” If you’re currently in your WorkFlowy account 
and you follow the link, it will take you to: 

https://userstyles.org/styles/browse/workflowy

userstyles(dot)org
… where you can browse through the WorkFlowy themes and skins 
available. Some skins allow you to customize a theme before hitting 
the “+ Install with Stylish” button. Regardless of your choice here, you 
can always tweak the code later, which is invariably what you will 
want to do, since with all the possibilities out there, you’ll never find 
something ready-made that will float your boat the way it could be 
floated. What you’ll end up doing is cobbling together snippets of 
code from multiple style sheets to do your bidding.

The nitty gritty
Once you’ve installed a theme, it will now appear in your browser pop-out menu (when you’re on 
the WorkFlowy page, that is). From that menu you can both edit a style (by hitting “Edit” right under 
the style you’re wanting to edit)… or create your own style (by clicking on “Write styles for:…”). Either 
way, you’ll be taken to a dashboard where you can either create something from scratch, paste in 
some code you found somewhere or tweak an installed theme:

One doesn’t have to know much to wangle what you want out of some CSS code. Let’s take a look at 
the basics…

https://userstyles.org/styles/browse/workflowy
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More information, please
A CSS comment starts with /* and ends with */. Comments are used to explain any code, and will 
come in handy at a later stage when you want to do some adjusting (Comments are ignored by 
browsers). I’ve included comments in the copy-paste code I’m providing in this shared WorkFlowy 
list. There are ample comments to clearly signal what’s what.

So, with that, I’m going to take you through some of the basic coding elements which enable us to 
change things up. At this point, it is helpful to know that each of these little snippets of code work 
independently in Stylish. By that I mean they do not have to go into any particular order. You can 
patch bits and pieces from here and there together to get the end result you want. You don’t even 
have to know why the code looks the way it does. We simply need to pay attention to the comments 
about the code (what it does) and what portions thereof we can swap out to get what we want.

It all starts here: font-family
You can use any standard web font… or any font you have installed on your local machine for 
personal use. That’s huge! If this is the one thing you use Stylish for, you’ve immediately transformed 
the feel of your workflow. Here’s what the code looks like:

I personally use “Gotham Rounded Light” - one of the classics. Thus you’ll see it throughout this book 
in the screenshots (By the way, for the text in this book, I’ve used a great free Gotham lookalike - 
Montserrat.). All one need do is substitute whatever font you see in the code with your own. Here is a 
great site where you can find more fonts than you’ll know what to do with. Anything you see there 
you can have as a font (for your personal use) on the WorkFlowy web app. It wouldn’t be practical to 
actually use the following fonts, but here they are in WorkFlowy anyways - for good or for bad:

https://workflowy.com/s/LCzNWtfJuW
https://workflowy.com/s/LCzNWtfJuW
http://www.dafont.com/
http://www.dafont.com/
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Hyperlink styles
A little bit of color goes a looong way. And changing up the font itself if you so choose. To distinguish 
between your document text font and URL hyperlinks, one would swap out the following 
parameters:

I’ve opted for a font called “Traveling _Typewriter”, just because I like it. It gives me just the right 
contrast I’m looking for. You may abhor it. But what’s important is that it works for me. You 
may want to keep the same font globally or you may want to go with something different. The 
Hexadecimal color code I went with (#59597F) gives me a deep navy blue (more about “hex” codes 
in a bit). I use this color link with a white background:

When I’m working on a beige or black background, I choose to go with a dark gray color:
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Hexadecimal colors

Hex color codes consist of a hashtag followed 
by an alphanumeric 6-digit code. Really, we 
don’t need to know much about them, except 
that (1) each color under the sun can be 
represented by a hex color code and (2) all we 
need do is copy-paste the codes for the colors 
we want into a code snippet. To help us out, 
here’s a useful online color picker where one 
simply picks a color from a chart and copies 
the code given.

Tag styles
There are a number of chapters in this book that expand on the use cases and dynamics of tags… 
but first things first. Let’s see what different tag styles look like. Here’s the code snippet:

My tags are a salmon-ish color on a white background and some shade of brown on darker 
backgrounds. For my beige background, I’ve gone with the Traveling _Typewriter font. One really has 
to take a look at how all of the elements play off one another. Tinker until you find a “perfect” match 
for whatever background(s) you’re working with. These are my core set of tags on my home page:

http://html-color-codes.info/


Home  >  A new skin for your brain - styling >  A WorkFlowy facelift with Stylish

Background colors

Depending on the time of day and the quality of the ambient light, I like to work within 3 distinct 
themes, each with their own particular feel: White, Black and Beige. When you change up the 
background, you change the theme itself - you may need to go with a whole new color configuration. 
I’ve mostly used a white background with my screenshots for this book… but I really mostly work 
with my beige theme. Here’s what the background code snippet looks like:

A 2nd font face and/ or text style for any text anywhere 

This tip is a gem for writers. Especially book writers. So… why would one want to have 2 different 
font families and/ or font colors in the same outline? One incredibly useful reason I’ve found is to 
visually distinguish between the body text of, say, your book writing and the headings/ subheadings 
thereof. One can actually see the final font of your publication by flipping the switch on your global 
WorkFlowy font… and then also manually formatting the headings (or any select text you want) as 
you write.

You thought that the only possibilities we had in WorkFlowy were: Bold, Italic and Underline? Well, 
yes… but… what we’re going to do is hijack one of those and make it do what we want instead. Bold 
and Italic are way too essential to mess with. That leaves Underline. Underline, being the most 
recent of the WorkFlowy text formatting arrivals, didn’t really feature all that much in my workflow. I 
can live without it. But am I really living without it if I decide to “piggyback” on Underline formatting? 
A wild guess is that most people use Underline to highlight stuff of importance. With that, lets take 
a look at two alternate possibilities:

1. A 2nd font face: 

What you’ll see in the following screenshot is a combination of “Gotham Rounded light” for the body 
text and “Gotham” (which is a lot more beefed up), together with bold formatting for my subhead-
ings. I like the juxtaposition… plus it looks like my book formatting:
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You can use any other font you want - it doesn’t have to be from the same font family. Here’s the 
code:

The very cover of this book was created from a screenshot that I took of some modified CSS styling 
in a WorkFlowy outline. The screenshot image itself was not edited in any way.

You can also change the revamped Underline formatting color for different backgrounds. Oh… 
I almost forgot: All you need to do for this to work is hit Ctrl+U - the way you would ordinarily 
underline - after selecting your text. No mess, no fuss.

2. A highlighter with your choice of color
We’ve all seen text highlighting… If that’s something that may be helpful in your workflow, you can 
change the text color and its background as you wish, simply by “Underlining” any text. This may 
draw your attention to something you might want to edit at a later stage by making it stand out:

As you can see, I chose a yellow highlighter by changing the text background color for the Underline 
span in the following code snippet:
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Modify zoomed-in page title
We can also modify the style of our page title (The heading that we have when we zoom into any 
list). I only modify this parameter on my darker background themes, since I like to keep my white 
background theme as minimalist as possible… and even then, I use exactly the same styling as I do 
for the modified Underline formatting (see above: “A 2nd font face”). This is the code snippet you’re 
looking for:

No bullets
Normally, I install a mix and match of code snippets together in one style/ theme… but with this 
great little piece of code (No bullets), I install it as a separate, standalone style that I can turn on and 
off whenever I want. I usually use it when I’m reading a book in WorkFlowy (more about that in the 
second edition of this book)… but you may want to try it when you’re writing. It makes your bullets 
invisible. If we take the same screenshot I used to illustrate using two font faces above and turn on 
the “No bullets” style, this is what I will get:

All you will get is a bullet background for those parent lists that have nested lists which are 
collapsed at the time. It’s not necessary to tweak the code, so I will not include a screenshot here, 
but I do have the code which you can copy-paste in this shared WorkFlowy list. As already hinted, 
I recommend installing it as a separate style all on its own. That way you can turn it on and off 
without affecting any other style elements.

https://workflowy.com/s/LCzNWtfJuW
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Search result color
Did you know that when you filter for tags or search for anything in WorkFlowy, the yellow 
highlighted search results can actually be swapped out as well? So instead of getting this:

… you can activate a different background and text color for search results in different themes:

Here’s the code snippet:
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Selected text background color
Whenever you select text to format, delete, etc., the background color is usually a generic blue. You 
can also modify the text color itself. Personally, I go with a nice saturated red across all themes, 
which stands out from all other subdued elements:

Here’s the code that determines the background and text color thereof:

Tag background colors
This one is on the top of many people’s WorkFlowy wish lists. It’s a highly customizable affair if you’re 
working in either Chrome or Firefox with the Stylish browser extension. I’m a minimalist… however, I 
do currently have 4 select tags that I like to give a colored background:

The above tags are related to task contexts. The first two are for recurring tasks: My expenses and my 
P90X exercise routine. The last two are related to priorities. I use these colored tags so that their tasks 
can be identified at a glance across my “Kanban Calendar” task-management system. 

TIP: If you see yourself making good use of this code snippet, I recommend installing it as a 
standalone style - not to be able to turn it off, but rather for quick access to the isolated code itself, 
in order to set up new tags easily.
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In the following code snippet, I’ve highlighted the parts that you might want to play around with: (1) 
The name of the tag, (2) the background color, (3) the text color and (4) a different font family if you 
feel the need. There are other bits and pieces you could play around with, such as text size and “font-
weight” (bold, italic), etc. You’ll figure it out through your keen powers of observation if you really 
want to!

Note styles
I don’t use WorkFlowy’s note feature much for taking notes. I use it more for the paragraph breaks I 
need in Markdown writing and tag menus (I’ll expand on both in later chapters). I do, however have 
my own use cases… and sometimes I like flipping a “Stylish” switch to give my notes a different feel. 
You can change up the font color among tons of possibilities… but what I like to do is simply give my 
notes a different font face. In this case, a Caecilia font… plus I like to italicize this classic font because 
it renders italic beautifully:

If you’re going to want to tinker with this code snippet, you’ll be looking for the following:
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Full-screen minimalist - These are the things I can do without…
I did an inordinate amount of tinkering to figure out how to make WorkFlowy into as distraction-
free and minimalist a writing environment as possible - in whatever theme I happen to be working. 
If you’re serious about doing your actual writing (not just outlining) in WorkFlowy, this is huge. 
WorkFlowy has always been spectacular… but this makes it even more spectacular-er. Whether or 
not you choose to zoom into a list, enter full-screen mode (F11) or work within a staggered outline - 
nothing beats getting rid of non-essential distractions:

The above theme may not look like much (pun intended)… but that’s the point - there’s a method 
to the minimalism. You won’t find this theme on the userstyles.org site but you can get the code in 
this shared WorkFlowy list and set up your own style. It works well with WorkFlowy’s “Minimal” theme 
(which is a WorkFlowy Pro feature).

The above theme is as minimal as it gets in WorkFlowy on the web - without any Stylish extension 
tweaks. By the way - both of the above screenshots were taken in full-screen mode… and although 
you don’t really see the WorkFlowy toolbar in the first, it’s most definitely there.

https://userstyles.org/
https://workflowy.com/s/LCzNWtfJuW
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Full-screen minimalist: A close-up

1. The following tweaks, via code snippets, cut out all non-essential 
clutter on the WorkFlowy interface:

•	 Fluid-width page setup (more writing space) with no box shadows and borders.

•	 The breadcrumb navigation bar has been lightened so as to lend more focus to one’s lists/ 
writing:

•	 The “add” (plus) button has been faded significantly, so that if one were writing in a list 
heading after zooming in, it is barely noticeable. I’ve also increased the size for aesthetics:

•	 Slightly smaller and lighter, more opaque children and parent list bullets.

2. The following changes have been made to the WorkFlowy toolbar:

•	 The Completed: Visible/ Invisible, Help and Saved buttons have been hidden. One can easily 
hover over the Help and Completed buttons to show them.

•	 The “Save now” button only appears momentarily between syncs as one writes. It disappears 
once any changes have been synced to WorkFlowy. The subsequent “Saved” button status 
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becomes obsolete, since if the “Save now” button is not showing, everything has been saved.

•	 The undo and redo buttons are invisible: I find it quicker to use the Ctrl+Z/ Ctrl+Shift+Z 
shortcuts.

•	 The WorkFlowy + logo is hidden.

•	 The Search box has no border and the background color has been scaled right down. Hit Esc 
to jump to a search or hover over the search box and it will fade in:

•	 The “Star this page” and “Show starred pages” buttons are more opaque, but still easily located.

•	 The Menu arrow is slightly faded.

3. Loose ends:
•	 The Site Slogan, “Make Lists. Not War.” and the bottom links have been faded some.

•	 As previously pictured, the search result color text is white with a black background.

•	 Completed items are faded out… and fade in on hover over:

•	 When the Keyboard shortcut helper is activated, it will remain invisible and will fade in at the 
bottom right of the interface only when hovered over.

After setting up the Full-Screen Minimalist style in the Stylish browser extension: shift into “WorkFlowy 
Minimal” under settings (Pro theme), enter full-screen mode (F11)… and zoom in to about 125%.

All of the above tweaks and more can be easily identified within the code provided - by way of the code 
comments - in this shared WorkFlowy list (Full-screen minimalist template).

Every little thing is gonna be alright
Just remember that there’s not much that can go wrong with Stylish. It’s simply a styling layer that 
overlays the WorkFlowy web app’s styling. You can turn your experiments on and off… and over 
time tweak them to suit your wants or needs. Things can only get better from here on out. One last 
thing: Stylish has been around a lot longer than WorkFlowy and has a massive user base… so you 
will always be able to, in some shape or form, wangle the styles you want out of the WorkFlowy web 
app.. There’s nothing to lose really… and everything to gain. I must have discovered Stylish a few 
weeks prior to writing this very chapter, believe it or not… and when I “rise up this morning [I opened 
up WorkFlowy and] smiled with the rising sun.”

https://workflowy.com/s/LCzNWtfJuW
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Painter for WorkFlowy

There’s one thing I haven’t quite figured out how to do yet with the Stylish extension - give a specific 
background color to an entire line/ bullet. That’s where “Painter for WorkFlowy” comes in:

Sometimes we need attention-grabbers. In a minimalist app such as WorkFlowy, the above color 
block is like a punch in the face. Sometimes a punch in the face is exactly what one needs, especially 
if a punch in the face could save us from far worse consequences. I don’t use this functionality much, 
but when I do, I feel it’s justified.

You can find “Painter for WorkFlowy” in the Chrome web store. 

There’s nothing to it: after installing this extension, just add one of the following 17 color tags to any 
bullet or note and it will give you that background color (you have to activate “Marker mode” first):

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/painter-for-workflowycom/boeplfofdabogkgimajcpadbnfcmkmek?hl=en
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It also works in the breadcrumb navigation bar:

TIP: If the presence of the actual tag itself bugs you, it can be made invisible by using Stylish to 
modify its color. Change the color of your tag to the background color it invokes. I use the black 
background color here and there:


